Truth Telling That Confounds the Culture

In my readings today, I came across an article that referenced a website. I read the quote, which read...

"Everybody has the right to believe what they believe. NOBODY has the right to push their beliefs on their fellow beings. To preach at someone who does not wish to be preached at is RAPE. Not rape of the body, but rape of the mind and of the soul. There is no excuse for it."

This excerpt lest anyone fool you was aimed directly at Christians. In reading the rest of the tirade from this individual, I was at first tempted to explode in a fit of self-righteous piety and anger, but by the time that I had gotten to the end, I ended up loving this person.

While it is important to speak the truth in a clear and cogent manner, trying to stuff a free gift like the one that Jesus gave us, down a lost person's throat is counter productive. I'm not saying that I don't agree with fervent preaching. I do! I also believe that when we tell the truth, the world, unfortunately, doesn't see it sometimes.

In John 1:4-5, the Bible says "In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not."

What it comes down to is that the truth must be told. 

Truth is not subjective; it's an absolute. The Bible tells us what's right and what's wrong. For issues not directly addressed by the Scriptures, they provide us with a rule and framework for the governing of our lives and actions. This idea seems foreign or old-fashioned to a majority of people today; nevertheless, it is 100% correct.

The Bible tells us in 2 Tim. 3:16–17, that "All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work".

Yes, everybody has the right to believe what they believe, but I also have an obligation to God and a love to see someone repent that makes my "pushing of my beliefs" a necessity. I am compelled by the Holy Spirit to reach out in love to a lost and dying world.

I often think about the condition of people's souls when I see them. Outwardly, one can't tell the condition of people's relationship with Christ. Only God know the hearts and minds of people, yet I still find myself attracted to the actions of people and "wondering" about their destiny. I often reflect on the sadness and permanence of someone's condition that I know is going to hell. When I say, "I know", it's from conversations with certain people who deny Jesus and what He stands for. 

I deal daily with some of these people and it's staggering to KNOW that they will spend eternity separated from God if they don't accept Jesus as their savior. These are kind, loving people that I want to make it into Heaven. Thinking about them also makes me wonder about others that I see in passing. Some seem so blatantly in defiance of God's Word that their eternal destiny is an obvious assumption. It makes me care about their destiny as well. I want them to make it into Heaven as well, even if it's at the risk of being labeled a narrow-minded bigot.

An awesome article that I read today tells of Paul's words to Timothy in that he goes on to tell him to "preach the Word publicly (2 Tim 4:1-2). The first verse of chapter four sets forth the seriousness of the charge that he is about to give. Paul piles image upon image to rivet Timothy's attention on the admonition which he is about to give.

It is given 'in the sight of God'--which in itself would be enough--and before the Lord Jesus Christ, 'who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing at His kingdom.' God will one day require an accounting from Timothy for how well he heeded this apostolic charge.

Every God-called preacher of the gospel should feel the weight and seriousness of this apostolic charge. Together with the apostle's young colleague we stand before God, in the sight of the very Christ whom we know and love, who has come into our lives to save us and change us. We are being commissioned by the authority of and before the face of the One to whom we must one day give an account not only for our personal lives but also for our public ministries.

And what is the nature of this charge? Simply and forcefully, Paul declares, 'Preach the Word!'" [1]

This article was written over thirty years ago, but still rings true today. If we are convinced of the authority of the Word and of the sufficiency of the Word, truth telling is the greatest need that our world has.
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